Article provides a brief analytical review of studies of halophilic flora species of Tersko-Kumsk lowland area. The most important representatives are indicated, the adaptive properties of different halophyte groups are considered. Their resource value is noted (fodder, medicinal, melliferous, tannic, etc.). In the systematic aspect, the halophilic flora exhibits Mediterranean features, dicotyledons dominate in it, club-moss and horsetails are completely absent, ferns are minimally present. In the edaphic relation, most species of halophytes are obligate, confined to one type of substrate, and the vast majority of halophytes are confined to the steppe belt, the subalpine belt, the belt of upland xerophytes and the alpine belt are in descending order, least of all halophytes in the forest belt, individual species live in subnival belt.The question of the protection of solonchak vegetation and solonchak steppes as a peculiar ecosystems, with a distinctive landscape and original flora containing a highly specialized ecological group of plants, which testifies to the relationship of the nature of plants with the environment. Halophilic cenoses can serve as indicators of the soil, chemical composition and depth of groundwater.
Introduction
The flora study of Tersko-Kumsk lowland from different points of view was done by S.G. Gmelin, F. Marshall-Bibershtein, Kh. Steven, C.A. Meyer [1--5] and later researchers [6--10] .
On the territory of the Tersko-Kumsk lowland, against the general background of semi-desert and desert, there is vegetation of steppes, sands, solonchaks, and meadows and in some places mesophytes. Lowland vegetation is rather uniform, scrubby, sparse and does not form a continuous cover. The overwhelming majority of plants in 
Methods and Materials
The research object is the flora of Tersko-Kumsk lowland area. The material for writing the article was the herbarium collections gathered in the course of expeditionary research by members of the Academy of Sciences of the Chechen Republic. A total of about 500 herbarium leaves of plants were collected, determined and mounted. In addition, herbarium specimens from CI RAS and ChGPU funds, collected in the study area in different years, were processed.
Taxonomic identification of the collected plants was carried out according to the 3 volumes of``Flora of the North Caucasus'' by A.I. Galushko [11] and``Determinant of Caucasian plants'' by A.A. Grossgeim [12] . The definition correctness was checked by comparison with morphological description of``Flora of the USSR'' [13] and``Flora of the Caucasus'' by A.A. Grossgeim [14] , and for species not included in these reportsaccording to the diagnoses in the original sources. In addition to these publications, a summary of S.K. Cherepanov was used to clarify the types [15] .
Results
The composition and structure of plant communities are determined by the specific environmental conditions prevailing in the course of historical development of Tersko-Kumsk lowland area, which is quite rich in various plant habitats. There are broadleaved forests, saline, sandy, clayey areas, fragments of steppes and semi-deserts, wetlands and weedy habitats. The differences between these types of habitats relate to many parameters of the environment, ranging from moisture to the physical and chemical characteristics of the soil. Within the study area, we include the following typical habitats: sandy desert, sea shores, solonchaks, clay and sandy semi-deserts, steppes, river banks and coastal meadows, fluxes and marshes, freshwater bodies, forests, arable lands, weedy places.
Halophytes, representing a highly specialized ecological group, indicate a relationship between the nature of plants and the environment, and their cenoses are indicators of the soil, chemical composition and depth of groundwater [16--18] .
Halophytes are plants that can tolerate or withstand soil salinity. Depending on the excess of salt solutions in the soil, they are divided into halophytes and glycophytes.
The great Russian scientist A.A. Shakhov [19] gives the following ecological and biological formulation of the concept``halophyte'':``Halophytes are plants of saline habitats that are adapted to the high content of solonchak salts in the soil, due to hereditary properties that have arisen in the process of historical development and are formed in individual development''.
According to A.A. Shakhov [19] , the adaptation of plants to the conditions of salinization is carried out through salt accumulation, salt excretion and salt resistance.
According to these characteristics, halophytes are divided into three ecological and --psammohalophyte dominating in the vegetation cover of saline sandy places [24] .
Over moistened saline lands should be subjected to partial drainage, and their vegetation cover --to milling. Such agrotechnical methods allow achieving good development, seeding and high yield of many salt-resistant cereals, especially saltmarshgrass, which have a high substance of digestible protein [26] . The economic value of saltmarsh-grass is much higher than euhalophytes. Saltmarsh-grasses give early nutritious food, rich in minerals; the height of the grass stand reaches 80--85 cm, the yield is up to 10 centners/ha of hay. In a number of areas of the Tersko-Kumsk lowland areas, saltmarsh-grass communities are successfully used for hay harvesting in the 
Conclusion
There is a need to create custom territories for the protection of virgin solonchak vegetation in the vicinity of Kissyk Lake and Steppe Pearl Lake, represented by unique areas of solonchak steppes.
It is currently impossible to find ways of economically reasonable management without ecological ways, which determine the state of the biosphere of Earth as a whole. A well-considered, environmentally justified intervention in the historically established ecosystem of solonchaks will allow on the one hand, preserving an interesting phenomenon of nature, and on the other, involving wasted saline lands of the North Caucasus in the economic circulation. The task of the near future is to create highly productive forage agrocenoses on saline lands. The latter is impossible without preserving and comprehensively studying the halophilic flora, its communities, taking into account the ecological, physiological and anatomical features of the species forming it.
